Cross Arthurlie Primary School

Fern Drive

Barrhead

1/9/10
www.crossarthurlie.e-renfrew.sch.uk/
Dear Parent/Carer

I’m pleased to report that the children have settled well into the routine of school after the summer holidays. I’m delighted with the continued high standard of school uniform and, although it’s taking me quite some time to learn all the names, it’s been a pleasure to work with the children and staff here at the school. 

I hope that this letter will give you some more information about one or two issues that are relevant at this time.

Consent Forms

I’m sure you will all be aware of the need for your consent to be given when your child leaves the school for any events or visits that are outwith the local school area. This will involve you filling out the written consent form and returning it to school with your child before the trip goes out. Occasionally children have not returned the consent forms and we have been able to phone you to seek verbal consent. Unfortunately, verbal consent is no longer adequate and we must now insist upon written consent or your child will be unable to take part in the visit. 

Parent Council

The first meeting of the Parent Council will take place on Monday 6 September at 7.00pm in Barrhead High School’s Conference Room. All primary schools have been advised to use their local high school for Parent Council meetings unless the school has a let for another event. As we do not have a school let for Monday evenings we will be required to meet over the session in Barrhead High School and only at the Annual General meeting in June can we meet in Cross Arthurlie. 
This session Mr Duncan McGregor will be our new Chairperson, with Mrs Jean Hepburn serving as Vice Chairperson. Mrs Shona Fernan is our Treasurer and Mrs Alison Gibson will act as Fundraising Convenor. We wish all new office bearers every success for the session.
The Parent Council is made up of a number of parents and staff who self nominated last session. We also have two co-opted members, our school chaplain, Mrs Leitch, and a representative from Barrhead High School.

Please complete and return the attached pro-forma by Friday 3 September if you would like to serve on the Parent Council. New parents and existing parents are encouraged to consider this important role. 

Any parent, as part of the Parent Forum, has an opportunity to attend any meeting. If you would like to attend a Parent Council Meeting, please phone the school in advance to enable us to arrange to set out enough chairs in Barrhead High School.

Homework Information

Homework has already started for all pupils. Hopefully the following information will be useful by providing more guidance about what to expect your child to bring home over the school week.

Handwriting

P1-4 
(P4 until February) Monday

Spelling

P2-7 
Monday to Thursday 

Mathematics
P1-7     (P1 mental maths after Christmas)


Mental Maths – Monday to Thursday

Reading
P1-7   Core readers at least once per week 
Research

P5-7   (P4 from February)
Pupils will be given two weeks to complete these tasks
Additional maths or language work will also be issued each week to be completed on a Thursday. Tasks will vary.

Very soon a homework diary will be provided for all P5-7 pupils. It contains excellent information and is needed every day as your child will use it to write detailed information about homework and items needed each day. The diary should be signed each week by a parent or responsible adult.

Parents should also sign completed homework tasks at the bottom of each exercise. Reading record sheets should also be signed to confirm that the reading task has been done.

Hopefully good homework habits will be established quickly. Please assist us by encouraging your child to complete all written tasks neatly and accurately. Generally homework tasks should be completed within half an hour. Research tasks will take longer but should be done over the fortnight. Research tasks should always be written in a child’s own words. The required amount of writing recommended is 

· P5  ¾ page of jotter

· P6   1 page of jotter

· P7   A4 page or 1½ pages of jotter

Some research tasks may take a longer period of time to complete.

Should any difficulties arise with understanding, length of time spent on homework or any other problem, please let your child’s teacher know. We are extremely grateful to parents for their time, interest and support at home.

Spree

Thanks to your support with last year’s fundraising venture, we would like to continue to offer Spree Books again this year.

Later in the week the eldest member of each family should arrive home with a Spree Book which contains money off vouchers for meals, take away food, leisure activities and shopping. The books cost £22 and at least 25% of that amount will go to school funds. Please note that there is no obligation on any parent to buy it.
The vouchers cannot be used until the Spree card is activated and this can only be done when you have paid for the book. If you do not wish to purchase the book, please return it to school by Friday 17 September. The company selling the books will follow up any missing books.

I would like to thank you in advance for your support with this fundraiser. All monies will be added to the school fund and will enable us to purchase additional school resources for classrooms and will also assist with Learning Centre running costs.
Lost property

Unfortunately a number of items of clothing have already been lost or misplaced. Please ensure that each item of clothing is clearly labelled and that your child brings home the correct clothing each day. Lost property boxes can be found at the school office.

Food Legislation    
Many of you will know that Scottish law now prohibits schools from serving or selling any non-compliant food or drink at school; this includes any sweets, cakes, sugary drinks and snacks. Unfortunately this also applies to any treats that parents send into school for the class on their child’s birthday. We would appreciate you bearing this in mind and are grateful for your cooperation in this matter.    

Thank you for your ongoing support and cooperation with these matters. Don’t hesitate to be in touch if you have any comments or questions that you would like to raise.    

Yours sincerely

Mr B McLachlan
Head Teacher

(……………………………………………………………………………………….
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(existing Parent Council members need not apply)
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Please return by Friday 3 September
