Cross Arthurlie Primary School

Fern Drive

Barrhead

22/8/10
www.crossarthurlie.e-renfrew.sch.uk/
Dear Parent/Carer

Welcome back to school after, what I hope has been, a restful summer break for you and your children. The children have settled quickly back into the routines of school and it’s nice to be able to welcome them back for a new session. We are delighted to welcome some new children to school this term and a special welcome goes to our new Primary 1 children and their families – I trust that you will enjoy your first year at school.

I have been delighted to see how smart the children look in their school uniform. As you will be aware, navy and grey are our school colours with white shirts/polo shirts. Black should only be worn if it is a blazer, outer jacket or shoes. We try to encourage our pupils to wear uniform and thank you for your support in this matter.

Staffing
I am delighted to welcome Miss Provan to the school. She will teach P2/2 this session and I trust that she will enjoy her time here at Cross Arthurlie. We also welcome back Mrs Powell (P3/2) and Mrs Harold (PSA) back to work after a period of maternity leave.  
The table below should help remind you of all our classes and teachers this session.

	Class
	Teacher
	Class
	Teacher



	P1/1
	Miss Galloway
Room 1
	P1/2
	Mrs Turnbull

Room 2

	P1/3
	Miss Dunn
Room 3
	P2/1
	Mrs Brown
Room 4

	P2/2
	Miss Provan/Mr Hill
Room 6
	P3/1
	Mrs Broom/Mrs Duffy
Room 7

	P3/2
	Mrs Powell
Room 8
	P4
	Mrs McArthur
Room 9

	P4/5

	Mrs Duncan

Room 14
	P5
	Mrs Moncrieff

Room 13

	P6/1
	Miss Waterson
Room 15
	P6/2
	Mrs Cullen/Mr Hill
Room 16

	P7/1
	Mrs Chapman

Room 11 
	P7/2
	Miss Bisland

Room 10 


Management Structure

The following table will help clarify the management structures for this session

	Head Teacher
	Mr Bryan McLachlan
	Overall pastoral care of the school

	Depute Head Teacher
	Mrs Vivien Mitchell
	pastoral responsibility P5-7

	Principal Teacher
	Mrs Gillian Cullen
	pastoral responsibility P3-4

	Principal Teacher 
	Mrs Shona Morris/Mrs Gillan McCallum
	pastoral responsibility P1-2  (job-share)


The school management team would like to remind all parents to make an appointment or to call the school to discuss any issues relating to the children. Someone will always be available to deal with your concerns.

Physical Education Arrangements

In order to encourage a more active lifestyle, we require all children to have shorts, top and sandshoes in with them each day. We would encourage all children to leave their gym kit in school all week. Shorts and tops can be taken home at weekends for laundering. Thank you for your assistance with this request.

Days for PE are as follows - 
P1/1 – Monday, Tuesday, Thursday
P1/2 – Monday, Tuesday, Friday

P1/3 – Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday 
P2 - Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday
P3 – Monday, Wednesday, Friday
P4 - Monday, Wednesday, Thursday  
P4/5 – Monday, Thursday, Friday
P5 – Tuesday, Wednesday, Friday
P6 – Tuesday, Thursday, Friday
P7 – Monday, Wednesday, Thursday 
Homework  
Homework will begin for P2-7 children from today. After the first two full weeks language and additional maths homework will be introduced. Mental maths homework will be issued every Monday to Thursday. It is aimed at practising number skills such as adding, subtracting, multiplying and dividing. Some examples are deliberately designed to be more stretching. Please do not worry if over the holidays some of these processes have been forgotten! The class teacher will go over every example in class the next day. More details on homework will be sent out in due course but if you have any concerns in the meantime, please phone the school.

Mobile Phones
Mobile phones are not allowed to be used during the school day. Any child who requires a mobile phone beyond the school day will be required to hand it in to the school office before 9am and collect it at 3pm.  Messages to pupils during the school day must always go through the school office.

Latecoming 
This year we hope to continue to reduce latecoming. Please assist us by encouraging your child to be at school before 9.00am each morning. 

Attendance and Absence 

As you are aware we follow government regulations on school attendance and absence. I would like to remind all parents that family holidays taken during term time are categorised as unauthorised absences and only in exceptional circumstances will schools authorise a family holiday in term time. Parents are asked to send their child to school on a daily basis unless there is ill health or unforeseen circumstances. Please remember to contact the school office before 9am if your child is unable to attend school. Thank you for your co-operation with attendance procedures.  
Fruit Tuck and Lunchroom Snacks

We are eager to encourage all children to bring a healthy snack to school. Please note that we ask children not to bring anything with nuts as we have a number of children in the school with a nut allergy. Your co-operation and assistance with this request in the past have been excellent and are much appreciated by the school and also by the families of children with this issue. 
The school is continuing to sell snacks at break time and lunch. Morning snacks include toast, pancakes, cookies and /or cakes which are available to buy in the lunchroom every morning at breaktime.  
Photography in School

It is most likely that the school staff will photograph and video your child over the course of the school year, and occasionally the local press will photograph them too. Photographs taken at school are mainly for display purposes or as part of daily work in school. At Christmas time it is our custom to film our concert and nativity to show to the children. With this in mind, we would like to update our records indicating whether or not you give the school consent to take your child’s photograph. Consent forms have been sent out to all parents to ensure your views on photography are up to date.

ICT User Agreement

The ICT user agreement has been issued to all pupils and should be completed as follows –

Pupils in P1-3 – parents should sign the user agreement on behalf of their child

Pupils in P4-7 – pupils should sign the user agreement (with your consent)

Please ensure that the agreement is discussed with your child before signing.
Please be assured that we are here to assist you in any way we can. If you have any queries or concerns feel free to contact the school to make an appointment or discuss any issues over the phone. We will endeavour to return your call and make ourselves available to you as quickly as possible. 

I look forward to the months ahead as we work together. 

Yours sincerely

Mr Bryan McLachlan
Head Teacher

